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1 Cor. Xvi. 13. 95 £5 
N. atch ye, ſtand faſt in the Faith, quit you like Mes, 


be ſirong. 


HEN Chriſtianity was fiſt publiſhed 
to the World, it met with great Ops) 
poſition from Jews and Gentiles; for t- 
wha contrary to the Prejugices of both. he 
— were generally actuaed by the Love of Abe 


orld, of its Honors, Pleaſures, and Profics 2 , 8 
expected a 


temporal Deliverance by the 1 


They Jefired nothing more earneſtly, than to throws. 


off the re rere and to anne of ie a. 


5980 6 p 


; 7 bg. 
* P " i 


. 
tional Freedom which their Anceſtors enjoy d. On 
theſe Things their Hearts were ſet. Now, the 
humble Appearance of our Lord in the World, 
the Purity of his Doctrine and Laws, and his Im- 
partiality in reproving every kind of Vice, not 
falling. in with the Prejudices and falſe Notions of 
W er z the generality of them treated him as 
a publick Enemy. And his Followers, embarked 
in the ſame Cauſe with him, received the like un- 

kind Treatment. * 


As to the Religion of Pagans, Chriſtianity. con- 
demned That as. an impious Super ſlition, and called 
Men to the Worſhip of the one living and trug 
God, in Oppoſition to every Kind- of idalatry.; 
This drew upon the primitive Chriſtians the Diſ- 
pleaſure. of their Pagan Neighbours. Theſe took 
it ill to ſee the Religion derived from their An- 
ceſtors falling into Contempt, and the imaginary 
Deities, for wham they 15 a high Veneration, ne- 
glected and deſpiſed. Thus, the Prejudices of Fews 


and Pagans were the immediate Cauſe of that ſtorm 


of Perſecution, which fell upon the firſt Chriſtians. 


Oon Lord was very open in letting his Diſci- + 
ples know before-hand, to what Sufferings\t % *X 


cers and ' undiſfembled Profoſſion of his Re gu 

would fometimes expoſe them. And he alſo cleur- 

ly told them, that whoever would be: tempied 

„ eee, N to deſert his Cauſe, was not 

Worthy of the- Name of his Diſciple, - and wou 
not be admitted into his heavenly; Kiogdom. 
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- Tu Apoſtler ſtrictiy followed ibe Example Df | 
their divine Maſter in warning thoſe, who pron ? 
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TJ the Apoſtle warne 


- Continue firm. and. ſtedfaſt in, the Profeſſion 


Hrang ; ſhew your. Regards tor the Goſpel, , and 


e 
ed Chriſtianity, to adhere to it, though this ſnould 
expoſe them to temporal Inconveniencies, and even 7 
to Death it ſelf. The Apoſtle Paul, in the Text,; 
called upon the Corinthians, to maintain the Cauſe, 
which they had eſpouſed, with that Courage und 
Fortitude. which became Mend. Watch ye, fund 
faſs in ihe Faith, quit you like Men, be firong. ' ' 
FTuzsx Words are fo plain, that they ſearcely* 
want Explication, What the Apoſtle exhorts to 
is. Stedfaſineſs and; Canſtancy in the Profeſſion of che 
Goſpel, in Oppoſition to Apoſfacy from it. The! 
Temptation, with which the Corinthians, and o- 
ther primitive: Chriſtians, were moſt violent 
tacked, was, Perſecution. To avoid this, ſome re- 
nousced the holy Religion of Jeſus, and returned 
to Jdolairy, .. And leſt any of the Corinthians 
ſhould. diſhonor: r by ſuch a baſe Retreat, w_ 
varned them to Watch; that is, t. *- 2 
be always on their Guard ; to confider well the 4 
Temptations, with which they were aſſaultet + 5 
ro, forrify. rheir Minds. againſt them by the a. 
ſiſtances which. the Goſpel afforded z and to be K 
1 always prepared to undergo any Sufferings, ratger þ 
than deſert the Truth. Stand faſt in the Faith; j 


Chriſtianity ; let no worldly Terfors ever tempt 
you to depart from it, —— Quit you lite Men, bt 


its bleed Author, by a conſtant, Adherence” cou 
let your > Courage in; the Defence of r be "OR. TI 
cible 3/ behave. with Reſolution, becoming Menz Ke: 
guard againſt a-bale, abject, . and upmanly Spitir ; ot ol 
and perſevere in your Chriftian Profeffion unt 
the End. Thus, the great 4pofile of the Gentiles" 
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LA 
preſſed his beloved Corinthians to fland faſt in the 


Faith, and, in Circumſtances of Danger, to acquit | 


themſelves like Men. 


Bur though the Exhortation in the Text be 
chiefly levelled againſt Apoſtacy, or a total Rejecti- 
on of the Goſpel ; yer it hath alſo a Reference 
to all ſuch Corruptions in Doctrine and Worſhip, 
as are inconſiſtent with the Purity and Simplicity 
of the Goſpel. All thoſe muſt be oppoſed with 
Courage and Reſolution, if we would fand faft 
in the Faith, and quit our ſelves like Men, The 


Truth, as it is in Jeſus, muſt be adhered to, in 
Preference to all other Things. To this eve- 


ry worldly Concern muſt yield, Nay, Life it 


ſelf muſt be ſacrificed to the glorious Cauſe of 
Truth, when it cannot be otherwiſe ſecured. Ir 


any Man, ſays the Son of God, will come after me, 
let him deny bimſelf, and take up his Croſs and fol- 
low me, For whoſoever will ſave bis Life, by for- 
faking the Truth, ſpall looſe it; Matt. xvi. 24, 25. 


IT is not my Deſign to give a Detail of all 
the particylar Corruptions, that weak, wicked, or 
deſigning Men have introduced into the Chriſtian 
urch; but only to point out ſome of the Ab/ur- 
monſtrous Syt- 


dities of Popery, which is the moft 


** 


tem that was ever called Chriſtian. 


Now, the Romiſh Church pretends to worſhip 
God in an unknown Tongue, contrary to common 


Senſe, and the expreſs Declarations of Scripture. 


There can be no true Devotion in repeating Words, 
not underſtood by him who uſeth them, or in 
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| Religious Addreſſes to Him. | | 
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hearing them repeated by another. Religion is a 


reaſonable Service, conſiſting in juſt Sentiments of 
God and divine Things, and in a Temper of Mind 


correſponding thereunto. How will- Words not 
underſtood excite Devotion in the Soul, the Love 
and. Eſteem of God, or a ſenſe of him in the 
Underſtanding, without which there can be no 
true Piety ? Let us hear St. Paul on this Subject, 
1 Cor. xiv. 2. He that ſpeaketh in an unknown 
Tougne, ſpeaketh not unto Man, but unto God — 
Again, If 1 know not the Meaning of the Voice, I 
ſhall be unto him that ſpeaketh a Barbarian : and be 
that 2 ſhall be a Barbarian unto me.——. 
And further, / had rather ſpeak five Words with my 
Underſtanding, ſo as to be underſtood by them that 
hear me, that by my Voice I might teach others al- 


fo, than ten thouſand Words in an unknown Tongue. 


It is plain then, that in a Point of great Impor- 
tance, the Romiſh Church acts in direct Contradic- 


tion to an inſpired Apoſtle. 


Tux allo pray to . fugels and Saints, 28 Iuter- 
ceſſors for them in Heaven, to the Diſhenour of 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt, Who is the only Mediator 
between God and Man. Their Practice in this Poinr 


is plain and direct [dolatry againſt the Sen of God, 


who is our only Advocate with the Father, und in 
Wheſe Name we are commanded to preſent our 


EY 
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Do they not alſo teach, That in the Sacrameht 


of the Lora's Supper, the Bread and Wine ce 


changed into his real Body and Blood, and, in Con- 
ſequence of this Belief, offer them Religious Ado- 


ration? Here is Conttadiction and Impiecty. boy. 


. 

the Elements are as truly Bread and Vine after 
the Conſecration as they were before it. What 
is cat and drunk, in the Lord's Supper, is called 
- Bread and Wine by St. Paul, As often as je eat 
- this Bread and drink this Cup, ye do ſhew the 
Lord's Death till be come; m Cor. xi. 26. And 
cir is manifeſt -/dalatry to worſhip the Bread and 
Gp. as if they were the real Divinity of Jai 5 
Chri | 


© 


Bur there is ; another FOIL taught by xl ; 
on this Head, to wit, That the Euchariſt is a real 
- propitiatory Sacrifice for the living and the dead. 
. Now, 2 Lord's-Supper is not a Sacrifice for Sin, 
. ; but a Commemoration of that great Sacrifice, 
Which our Lord offered for the Sins of the World. 
*Fhe Sacrifice of Chriſt cannot be repeated: For 
. by ane Offering Le hath per fected Jer. 6 ever them 3 
are ſanctiſied; Heb, x. 14. e e I 


NorninG' is more manifeſt from Scripture than | 
that the preſent Life is the only ſtare of Proba= _ 
tion for Eternity. What ſhall we then ſay con 
cerning the Doctrine of Purgatory, and Prayers * 
for the Dead? Why, theſe tend to make Men 
indifferent about Holy II and to induce them 
to build their Hope of furure LAOS on a falle 
Foundation. | | «1 


Tus Time wonld fail to ſpeak of the preſump- 
tuous Doctrine of Merit, of  auricular Confeſſion, 
priefi ly Abfolutions, Penances and Pilgrimages, un- 
ritten Traditions, Indulgences, the Neceſſity of ye 
_ s intention to the Validicy and "Mil. 's 
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rhe. Sacraments, which would . it into his Pow- 
er to damn Men in whole Pari 


es-at his Pleaſure. 


Tuxsr, and many more, Abſurdities are taught 
by the Church of Rome, to the Diſparagement f 
the holy Religion of Jeſus. Nothing is a greater 
Hindrance to the Converſion of eus, Turks, and 
Pagans, to Chriſtianity, than Popery, Till this be 


at an End, the Goſpel will not be the Religion of 
the World. As the native Excellence, and di- 
vine Purity of the Goſpel, once recommended it 


to the World, and helped it to prevail againſt all 


Oppoſition; ſo, when it will be purged from the 


orruptions which have been mixed with it, the 


Mord of Prophecy aſſureth us, That it will have a 
glorious ſpread in the World. Then there ſhall 
not be any Thing to hurt nor deſtroy in all God's 
. Holy Mountain. 7 

and bis Name one. 


s that Day ſhall there be one Lord, 


STRANGE, indeed, it is, that the Religion bf 


Jeſus, which is a plain, ſimple Thing, ſhould 


have been ſo perverted, as it has been by the Ro- 


. miſh Church. And allow me briefly to tell you, 
upon what Foundation that Structure of Super- 
fition and Abſurdities was erected. The Truth is 
this 


. *. 


The Romiſh Church pretends, to be infal- 
lible in matters of Belief, and claims the Sole Right 
of interpreting the Scriptures, and adds her un- 


written Traditions thereto. In conſequence of theſe 
Principles, the Laity are forbidden to read the 
Scriptures, , and are prepared to embrace. implicit- 
ly, and without Examination, whateyer the Chiurth 
teacheth. He that believes his Guide cannot err, 
is ready to follow him 1 he goes. Ic 


E 


was not poſſible in the Nature of the Thing, 
that Popery could have prevailed in the World, if 
Men had been permitted freely to uſe their Un- 
derſtandings in matters of Religion, and to ſearch 
the Scriptures. But when they gave up their Un- 
derflandings to the Direction of others, and ſuf- 
fered the Key of Knowledge to be taken from them, 
they became an eaſy Prey to Error and Impoſture. 


Anp to this, That the Faith of the Church of 
Rome has been propagated by Racks and Tor- 
tures, by Fire and Sword: As if Chriſt's King- 
dom were of this World, and ought to be eftabliſh- 
ed by Blood, Rapine, and every Engine of Cruel- 
ty and Oppreſſion: As if the Underſtanding could 
be convinced by outward Compulſion, and the 
Aſſent gained without Evidence: As if the Goſs .. 
pel had been deſigned to diveſt Men of all Hu- 
manity, and to change them into Wolves and. 


- Tygers. | 


I I WovrD not be guilty of ſuch Injuſtice as 
to charge any ſet of Men with Principles, which 
they do not own. But I do not miſrepreſent the 
Church of Rome, when I fay, That they ſupport 
their Scheme by Perlecution. Their Biſhops are 
required © to perſecute Heretics to the utmoſt 
cc of their Power.” By Heretics they mean all 
that are not of their Perſuaſion. And they en- 
deavour to make Princes Executioners of their Fu- 
ry and Vengeance. Thus one of their Councils 
decreed : © We the holy Council promulge this 
« Sentence or Decree pleaſing to God, That who- 
'& ſoever hereafter ſhall ſucceed to the Kingdom, 
“ ſhall not mount the Throne till he has ſworn 
3 a: among 


me wu 
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& among other Oaths, to permit no Man to live 7 


E 


& in the Kingdom, who is not a Catholic, And 

ce if after he has taken the Reins of Government, 
cc he ſhall violate this Promiſe, let him be Ana- 

« thema Maranatha in the {fight of the Eternal God, 

« and become fuel of the Eternal Fire,” 


eq 


SovERE1IGN Princes have felt the Effects of the 
Church's Diſpleaſure: The Biſhop of Rome has 
claimed a Right to abſolve their Subjects from 
their Allegiance to them, and to place others on 
their Thrones, When Queen Elizabeth favoured. 
the Reformation in England, the Pope thundered 
out his Bull againſt her, calling her an Uſurper 
and a Vaſſal of Iniquity; and having given ſome 
Inſtances of her Averſion to the Catholic Reli- 
gion, He declares her an Heretic, and an En- 


F courager of Heretic, and anathematizes all that 
& adhere to her. He deprives her of her royal 
e Crown and Dignity, and abſolves all her Sub- 


« jects from all Obligations of Fidelity and Obe- 
« dience. He involves all thoſe in the ſame Sem 
& rence of Excommunication, who preſume to 0 - 
« bey her Orders, Commands, or Laws, for the * N 
« future; and excites all foreign Potentates to 
cc take up Arms againſt her.“ | 


* 


Tuxsk Things make it very manifeſt, That the 
Church of Rome eſpouſeth the bloody Principles of 
Perſecution. But if you want Inſtances of a later 


Date, I will juſt put you in Mind of the dread- 


ful Tragedy, which was acted in this very Land 


about one Hundred years ago. Then many Thous 


land Proteſtants fell a ſacrifice to Popiſh Cruelty. 
«© Husbands were cut * Pieces in the * | 
\ > "EM - 5, mov M 


WOE 

& of their Wives; Wives and young Virgins abu- 
« ſed in the ſight of their Relations; nay, the 
& Rebels taught their Children ro ſtrip and kill 
« the Children of Proteſtants, and dath out their 
„grains againſt the Stones. Many thouſands were 
“ maſſacred after this Manner in a few Days, 
«© without Diſtinction of Age, Sex, or Quality.” 
Then the Principles of the perſecuting Church 
of Rome produced their natural Effect. Nay, the 
ciuel Court of Inqguiſition ſubſiſts ro this Day, in 
ſore Popiſh Countries, for the Extirpation of thoſe 
whom the Church reckons Heretics. It is one 
of the moſt terribe Engines of Cruelty and In- 
juſtice that the World ever ſaw : For it has öf- 
ren condemned Perſons' to grievous Tortures, up- 
on a bare Suſpicion of Hereſy, when nothing could 
be proved againſt them. Even in Fance, which 
is reckoned the politeſt and moſt moderate Coun- 
try where Popery is cſtabliſhed, Proteſtants do nor 
enjoy a Toleration. In ſhort, whoever embraces 


the Principles of the Church of Rome in their 


m) to all Men, who 


+4! Extent, does N declare himſelf an Ene- 
ave Religious Sentiments 


different from his. And if ſome of that Com- 


munion have Humanity and Gobd-nature towards 
Proteflants, no Thanks to their Religion on that 
Account. But bleſſed be the God of all Grace, who 
makes ſome Men better, than even their Religion. 


. Britain and Ireland have been happily delivered 

from Popery, Slavery, and arbitrary Power. Many 
Attempts, indeed, have been made to introduce 
theſe, ſince the bleſſed Reformation. Leſs than Six- 
ty Years ago, James the Second diſpenſed with the 

Laws, in order to favour Popery, and endeayoured 
Ins dh to 


ed a glorious Revolution, which ſaved theſe Nations 


1 


to ſubvert the Britiſo Conſtitution, This occaſions 


from Ruin and Deſtruction. In Conſequence o 
that Revolution the Succeſion to the Crown of GFeat- 
Britain was ſettled in the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hans- 
ver, they being Proteſtants, This Settlement was 
followed by a ſucceſsful War, which made England 
formicable to France, and her Allies. But alas! a 
miſguided Queen, and a corrupt Miniſtry, ſacrificed 
England's Honor and their own, to the Intereſt of 
France. All the Advantages that might have been 
had by a ſucceſsful War, were thrown up at once, 
propably that France might aſſiſt in placing a Po- 
piſh Pretender on the Throne of Great-Britain. 
But all theſe wretched Schemes were diſconcert- 
ed by the Queen's Death, and the Acceſſion of 
King George the Firſt to the Government of theſe 
Realms. Indeed, a Rebellion was raiſed in the 
Beginning of his Reign,” But that was ſoon quaſh- 
ed, and Peace reftored. 


Axp at this Time, when we expected to enjoy 


Tranquility at home, a moſt unrighteous Rebellion 


is raiſed in the northern Parts of Great-Britain, ii 


- Favour of a popiſh Pretender. And, which is ſur- 


prizing enough, not only Papiſis, bur ſome who 
call themſelves Proteſtants, are engaged in a deſpes 
rate Attempt to deſtroy our Liberties, both WM“ 
and Religious. For will a Perſon bigotted to 
Popery, and bred up in the Principles of arbitra- 
ry Government, be the Guardian of our Liberries ? 
No-: The Suppoſition is imaginary. - For Popery 

is utterly inconſiſtent with Liberty, being built on 


the Ruins of ic. In God's Name where is Liber- 


ty, if you muſt believe jmplicitly, as the” Church 
5 e ee believes? 


[ 14 ] 

believes? And will one be a Defender of Liber- 
ty, whoſe Religion makes him an Enemy to it? 
It is not long ſince theſe Nations knew what it 
was to have a Popiſb Prince on the Throne. The 
Experiment hath been already made : And there is 
no Occaſion to repeat it, 


Ir is, indeed, a very melancholy Thing, That 
any, who profeſs the Proteſtant Religion, ſhould 
be ſo infatuated as to abet a popiſh Pretender. But 
there are Fools in every Country, and in every 


Religious Society on Earth. No doubt, the Pre- 


zender will promiſe Liberty to his Party, to attach 
them more firmly to his Intereſt; But what Fol- 
ly is it to depend on the Promiſe of an ambiti- 
ous young Man aſpiring after a Crown; eſpecial- 
ly when his very Religion makes him an Enemy 
to the Reformation ? For it teacheth him, thar 
deſtroying Proteſtants by Fire and Sword is doing 
God an acceptable Service, As a great Author 
has juſtly obſerved, . Popery is a Religion, which 
leaves nothing to Variety of Tempers and Prin- 
“ ciples z but laycth the ſame Neceſſity upon all 
© thoſe, who receive it, either to facrifice all the 
« World to it, or to be ſacrificed to it them» 


L ſelves.“ Were it needſul, I could name popi/o 
inces, who have broke through the moſt ſolemn 


Garhs and Engagements, to ſupport their | Relig» 


on. And muſt one of that Stamp be tried after 


another to gratify a factious, diſcontented Party? 
May God himſelf interpoſe, and never ſuffer fo 
dreadful-an Experiment to be made any more ! 


My Biethren, it is our Duty and Intereſt to be 
truly loyal to his Majeſty on the Throne, and — 


— ne" Da "II — 
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1 
be zealous for the ſupport of his undoubted Tit 
to the Crown of theſe Realms. Under God, he 


is the Defender of our Civil and Religions Li- 


berties. And there is a Connexion between his 
Intereſt and ours. The Britih Conſtitution is 
ſo wiſe and good, that the Prince on the Throne 
cannot have an Intereſt diſtin from that of his 
People. 12 


Wär a Bleſſing is it to live under a free Go- 
vernment ? to have Property ſecured in the beſt 
Manner ? to be able to ſay, That the Effects of 
our Labour and Induſtry are our own? to be go» 
verned by Laws to which we our {elves conſent ? 
How much more deſirable is this, than an abſo- 
lute Government, where the mere Will of the 
Prince is the Law, and where the Property of the 
Subjects is at his arbitrary Diſpoſal? A free Go- 
vernment is fit for Men, an arbitrary one is ſcarce- 
ly fit for Brutes. = l 


Arp what ſhall we ſay concerning Religious 
Liberty, that Pearl of great Price, which wiſe 
Men have always valued more than Life it ſelf ? 
"What an Advantage is it to have the free, unre- 
ſtrained Uſe of our Bibles ? to ſee with our. own 
Underſtandings? and to be able to believe with our 
own Hearts? What a Miſery is it to have the 


Underſtanding and Conſcience fettered by human 


Authority? to be ſhut up in Chains, in the diſ- 
mal Priſon of Ignorance, Error, implicit . Faith, 
and unmanly Superſtition ? As to my ſelf, in 
the Simplicity of my Heart I affirm, That the free 
Uſe of. my Bible, and. Liberty to ſpeak out what 
1 find there, are to me inſtead of the Riches and 


Grandeur 


g * * , * 
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Grandeur of this preſent World. The Wealthy 
and Treaſures of both the Indies would be nothing 
to me, without Liberty. Take away this, and 
Exiſtence in this lower World would ſcarcely be 
a Bleſſing. he 2 


Ir is true, Liberty may be abuſed, and often is 
ſo : But is it therefore to be thrown up, and the 
moſt ignominious Slavery to be embraced ? No. 
The beſt Gifts of Heaven are abuſed ; and ſhall we 
then deſpiſe them ? Some take Occaſion from 
Plenty, to indulge in Luxuxy and [ntemperance 
muſt all Mankind, therefore, be deſtroyed by Fa- 
mine? Some turn the Grace of God into Laſci- 


wviouſneſs ; was it, therefore, fit that God ſhould not 
fend his Son into the World? 


Tux Truth is, as God in his Wiſdom oſten 


viſits Countries with Famine, to correct Men for 


abuſing Plenty; fo, he ſometimes permits foreign 
and domeſtic Enemies to diſtreſs them, that he 


may thereby lead them to Repentance for their 


Miſdeeds, for the Abuſe of Goſpel Light and Li- 
berty. Thus he dealt with the People of J/rael, - 
as every one, who is acquainted with the old Tef- 
tament, knows, And his holy Providence ought to 


be regarded by us, when he chaſtens us by nation- 
al Calamities. Theſe are a Call to a very ſolemn 


Repentance for our manifold Sins, to a ſpeedy Re- 


turn to God, and the ſincere Practice of Religion 


and Virtue, that Iniquity may not be our Ruin. 


We ſhould therefore diſtinguiſh between Liker- 
y and the Abuſe of it, and not injudiciouſly cofts 
demn that, without which Chriſtianity cannot be 
Fey. | the 
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the Religion of the World. For what but op- 
preſſing and bearing down Liberty is the ſupport / 
of Popery, of Mahometan Deluſions, and Pagan Idola- 
try? Whenever Liberty, or a Spirit of free Inqui- 
ry, will prevail in the World, the Goſpel will 
ſpread its Light and reforming Influences through 
it; and the Kingdoms of this World will become the 
Kingdoms of our Lord, and of bis Chriſt. It is our 
Duty as Men, as Chriſtians, and as Proteſtants, 
| to oppoſe, with the moſt determined Reſolution, 
every Scheme that has any Tendency to ſerve the 
Cauſe of Popery, which hinders the Goſpel from 
ſpreading in the World. 
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Our Liberties are the Purchaſe of much Blood 
: and Treaſure. Are theſe to be given up to an 
abjured popiſh Pretender, and his baſe Accomplices ? 
No: It is a thouſand Times better to die in the 
Defence of our Country, than to live in Slavery. 
When the Queſtion is, whether Libegty and pure 
uncorrupted Chriſtianity, or Popery and arbitrary 
Power, ſhall prevail; every true Proteſtant ices 
which ſhould be choſen. Our Buſineſs is to fand 
faſt in the Faith of Jeſus, and to quit our elves” 
like Men; and, if called to it, to die rather than 
deſert the Cauſe of Truth, Liberty, Righteouſ- 
neſs, Can we die in a bekter Cauſe than that 
in which ſo many worthy Perſons have died, and 
even the bleſſed Son of God? Bleſſed are they, 
who ſuffer for Well-doing; great will be their 
Reward in Heaven. e 
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Our Fachers made a noble ſtand againſt Poetry, 
and its Concomitant, arbitrary Power, By that. ” 
Means great Bleſſings have been tranſmitted * * 
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We have enjoyed the Benefit of a free Govern- 
ment, while cther Nations around us have groan- 
ed under lawleſs Power. And it becomes us not 
only to be concerned for our ſelves, but alſo for 


Poſterity; to be inſtrumental in conveying to them 
the Advantages we enjoy, 


HirhnggRro Proteſtant Diſſenters have been a 
Body of dutiful and loyal Subjects. They have 
avoided Faction and Rebellion on the one Hand; 
and abhorred the enſlaving Doctrine of paſſive Obe- 
dience and Non-Reſiſtance, on the other. At the 
ſame Time, they have diſclaimed that, which is 
the Foundation of this Doctrine, I mean, the di- 
wine, bereditary, and indefeaſible Right of Princes, and 
that they are accountable only to God for their Con- 
duct. The Prince who pretends to govern on 
this Footing is a Tyrant, and utterly diſqualified 
to rule a free People. How can the Freedom of 
a Nation be maintained, if the bare Will of the 
Prince be the only Meaſure of his Conduct? And 
as the preſent Pretender to the Throne of his Ma- 
jeſty ſets up on the Foot of a divine, hereditary, 
god indefeaſible Right, this conſtitutes him a Tyrant, 
and an Enemy to our Conſtitution, And on that 
Account, if Popery were out of the Queſtion, he 
onght to be oppoſed hy every. Friend of Liberty. 
Let us never imagine, that we are born his Pro- 


perty, to be uſed by him at Pleaſure, Let ſuch 


a vile, laviſh Principle ever be the Object of our 
Abhorrence. Let us impartially conſider our 


Privileges, duly eſteem them, and maintain them e- 
ven unto Death. 


- LeT Proteſtant Diſſenters perſevere. in their Loy - 


-.Aity to his Majefy, and in their Zeal againſt Papery, 
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and Slavery. If it be needful, let them exert them- 


ſelves in the Defence of our common Rights and: 


& | 


Liberties. In my humble Apprehenſion, this is 


not a proper Time to complain of the Sacramen- 
tal Teſt. All true Proteſtants have one Intereſt, 
in the ſupport of which they ſhould be. firmly 


united. 


I Have now ſpoke my mind on this Subject 


with all becoming Freedom, If what has been 


ſaid carries Conviction along with it, as, I truſt, 
it does; I hope it is your Reſolution, from which 
you wall never depart, to obſerve the Exhortati- 
on in the Text: Watch ye, ſtand faſt in the Faith, 
quit you like Men, be ſtrong, | e 


